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Power Pointers


Creating a PowerPoint presentation allows you, the student, to use extraordinary creativity with technical bells and whistles for an audience who has grown up watching anything on TV. Guaranteed success, right? Not necessarily. A good PPT presentation should invite conversation and debate. It should challenge, not limit. It should provide you with visual enhancements for your verbal presentation, be it in person or as a podcast. It has the pictures; you have the words. Above all, your PPT presentation should leave your viewer wanting to learn more.


Away from the Computer: Identify your purpose: to entertain, inform, or persuade. Find a single focus. Look to your essential questions or unit themes for an idea. Design your project away from the computer. Now is the time to concentrate on the message you want to deliver, not color schemes or animated graphics. Select at least 5 elements that will most powerfully assist you in delivering your message. Select those photos from the footage that will deliver the visual impact you want for your presentation and provide evidence for your point. Research and integrate data that supports your purpose. Find relevant quotes, facts, and questions. 


At the Computer: Opening the screen for a PowerPoint presentation is like sitting down in front of a blank canvas. The computer's choices are endless! But your choices should be focused and purposeful. Each single selection should help you drive your message home. Focus on your message. Keep your rubric beside you as a roadmap. Open with a question, a compelling photo, or a dramatic quote. Close with a call to action or an invitation to further investigation into your topic. Give your audience something to leave the room talking about.


Beyond the Computer: A PowerPoint presentation is an oral presentation with visual support materials. In order to engage your audience, you must look at them, notice their responses, and invite them to further dialogue. Your audience can only react if you have given them thought-provoking information. They can only participate if you have drawn them in. Their insights and responses are your best indicator of a job well done.


1/ 5/ 15/ 20/ 50


Here is a possible guideline.


Stick with 1 single focus


At least 5 elements (question, quote, map, chart, graph, compelling photo, collage, political cartoon)


No more than 15 minutes for the entire presentation


No more than 20 slides


No more than 50 words of text








Death by PowerPoint comes from too many slides, too many bullets, and too little planning.






























